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H i a l l ,
I ' d l i k e t o c l a r i f y a f e w p o i n t s . A T S D R l i c e n s e s w i t h C l a r i t a s , I n c ( a
m a r k e t i n g research f i r m ) f o r e s t i m a t e s o f current-year d e m o g r a p h i c da ta a t
various g e o g r a p h i c l e v e l s i n c l u d i n g b l o c k g r o u p s . F o r some o f t h e
d e m o g r a p h i c v a r i a b l e s ( e . g . , t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n , race, income, h o u s i n g v a l u e ) ,
C l a r i t a s u p d a t e s the da ta wi th i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m a number o f data sources as
d e s c r i b e d i n D a v i d ' s a t t a c h m e n t . Other d e m o g r a p h i c v a r i a b l e s , i n c l u d i n g
l e n g t h of r e s id enc e (as measured by the count of h o u s e h o l d s whose
h o u s e h o l d e r moved in e i t h e r 0 to 5, 6 to 10, or 11 p l u s years a g o ) , are
" smoothed" v a r i a b l e s where the 1990 census d a t a are r a t i o - a d j u s t e d to
r e l e v a n t current year t o t a l s . A l t h o u g h l i m i t a t i o n s exis t in u s ing these
d a t a , t h e y p r o v i d e a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n t o charac t e r i z e c o m m u n i t y areas.
I w o u l d be h a p p y to answer any q u e s t i o n s about the s e d a t a and t h e i r use.
J a n e t
404-639-0602
j h e i t g e r d @ c d c . g o v
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>what i s the source of your i n f o r m a t i o n on e x p o s u r e f r e q u e n c y ( l e n g t h of
t i m e at
>one r e s i d e n c e ) of p e o p l e in VB/I70 s t u d y area t h a t you s tate in yourcomment #14> o n o u r H H R A ?

H i Bonnie,
T h e i n f o r m a t i o n w a s p u t t o g e t h e r b y a c on trac t or A T S D R hired ( C l a r i t a s ) a n d
w a s overseen b y o n e o f o u r e p i d e m i o l o g i s t s i n A T S D R ' s G I S g r o u p ( D r . J a n e t
H e i t g a r d ) . I ' m a t t a c h i n g t h e d e s c r i p t i o n that J a n e t wrote about t h e m e t h o d s
a n d d a t a sources that C l a r i t a s used. I f y o u have f u r t h e r que s t i on s p l e a s e
i n c l u d e J a n e t since she can p r o v i d e more ac cura t e answers t h a n I can.
David


